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black. [Plate. XXII, No. 1] Several of these were feceived
wrapped in a grass covering as if used for trade.

The necklaces consist of long pieces of bright erange-coloured
shell, ground down from the outer lip of the- Crissis cornuta,
and a.ltematmc with small fish vertebrae, the whole threaded on
the fine string found on- other specimens: h‘(rm this xslaud
{Plate XXII, No. 2

Now that more hoht is being thrown on t,hese intervesting
people, it is to be hopeci that further: specimens niay be found
1n either museums or private collections, and that while there is
yet time some one either.in Australis or New Guinea will be
able to glean from the islanders themselves-an agcouns of their
antecedents so that at nio very distant date ethnelogists will be -
able to determine with some: deglee of cert‘unt;y their origin and
history.

L

The BEREONG of the WIRADTHURI TRIBES.

By R. H. Matuews, LS,
‘ [WITH PLATES XXV-XXVIIL]
THE tribes who attended the Biirbiing described in this paper were
some of those belonging to the Wiradthuri community, which in
former times was both numerous and important, occupying a wide
tract of country in the interior of New Soauth Wales, extending
from somewhere about the Murray River northerly nearly to the
Barwan river, where they were joined by the great Kamilaroi
tribes. In a paper eontributed by e to the Roy’al Geographi-
cal Society of Australasia, I have dealt with the wide geographi-
cal range of the social organisation common to these two power-
ful commumtles, and also with the variations in ‘their class
systems’; and in the “Journal of the Anthropelogical Tostitute
of Great Britain,” vol. xxiv, pp. 411427, I have described the
‘Bora, or uul;xﬁtmn geremonies  of the Kamilaroi tribes: The.
Biirbiing is “ the ‘equivalent ceremonies among the
tribes of the Wi radth_ commamty, a detailed acéount of which
forms the siibjéect of ‘this paper. Ax this is the firdt-description
of the Burbung ever piblished, it is hoped that it tiay prove of
interest to aathmpoiﬂgxsts and others studvmv the customs of
the Australian races, :

In March, 1898, the - remnams of the native tribea particu-
larized in subsequent pages, in answer to a summons from the
headman of the Macquarie river tribe, commenced to assemble
on the Bulgeraga Creek for the purpose of helding a Burbung

1« The Kamilarol Class System of the Australian Aborigines,” « Proe Roy
Geog. Soc. Aust.,” Q. Boh., X., pp. 18-84, Plate 1.
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at which a number of boys were to be initiated. It wastheendof
May before the most distent tribes arrived at the main ca D,
and the final ceremonies were not concluded till the beginning of
July. 1 did not hear of this gathering in time to be present at
it ; and for some time afterwards, owing to heavy rains, the rivers
in that part of the country were in a state of flood, rendering. .
travelling almost impossible. 1 had therefore to wait till the-
country was dry enough, and the rivers fordable, before
attempting to visit the locality.” This had to be accomplished
by means of a long and expensive journey of 327 miles by rail-
way, 78 miles by stage coach, and 22 miles on horseback—427
miles in all. On arriving there, I found the headman of the
Macquarie tribe, “ Big Jimmy,” who is loeally known among the
white people as the « King,” and some old men, besides other
tribesmen, women and children, to the number of between twenty-
five and thirty persons, camped on Bulgeraga Creek, about two
miles lower down than the spot where the Burbung was held. I
requested the headman to accompany e to the shade of a tree
a short distance from the camp, where we sat down together, and
I expluined to him the object of my-visit. I thoughtit advisable
to let him know that I was acquainted with the Kamilaroi initia-
tion ceremonies, and therefore I detailed some of the most secret Pl
parts of them. On seeing that I possessed this knowledge, he
threw off all reticence, and entered into the subject without
reserve. He called some of the old men to him where we were
sitting, and after some further conversation it was arranged
that they would endeavour to show me everything. All the
uatives at this camp spoke fairly good English, having
often been employed by the white people on sheep and cattle
stations from their vouth, Before going amongst them I took
the precaution to ask the owner of the run on which -they
were camped, who knows them all individually, to tell me the
names of the natives who were the most truthful and reliable.

I had a tent and camped with these people for several days
until I collected all the particulars I required. Accompanied by
the “ King” and one of the men who had discharged the duty
of guardian to one of the boys who had been initiated, I visited
the site of the Burbung camp, the sacred ground, snd all the
places in the bush where the novices were taken during the time
they were out with the old men. While standing at these places
I asked my guides to explain every detail exactly us it .took:
place. While they were doing this I made copious notes, and
also asked such further questions as appeared necessa
consequence of the numerous particulars to be taken dos
each of the various stages of the ceremonies, it is not imj
that emissions have been made, and soms errors of de
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crept in, but I have, I feel sure, succeeded in obtaining a reliable-
and - fairly complete sccount: of  what took place. I -have
abridged the details as much as I considersd advisable, in order
to keep this memoir within reasonable limits; the most impor-
tant parts of the ceremonies will be described in a more extended:
form in a supplementary paper. -~ - SRS R S
At night during my stay in the camp at Bulgeraga, I got one
of the men who had acted as a messenger in gathering the tribes,
to give me a detailed account of his procedure from the time he
left the eamp until his return with. the contingent to whom he
had been sent. . An old man, who gppeared:to be & doctor or’
wizard (wooringimba) told me u number of their principal tra-
ditions and legends, which I may reproduce on a futurgoceasion.
One of them is, however, so intimately connected with the cere-
mony I am describing, that I must include it in this paper. -1t
is as follows :—A long:time ago there was-a gigantic and power-
ful being, something between a - blackfellow: and s :spinit;-called
Dhuramoolan, whe wis one-of: Baimai’s people.” His voice was
awe-inspiring. and. resembled the rumbling of distant ‘thunder.
At a certain age:the boys of :the tribes.were handed over to
Dhuramoolan, in order that he might take them away into the
bush, and instruct them in-all the laws, traditions* and customs
of the community, to qualify them to sit in the councils, and
discharge all the duties and obligations devolving-upon them
as tribesmen. - When he brougbt them back to the camp,
it was always observed that each boy had lost ome of his
upper incisor teeth, as a visible sign that they had been
initiated by Dhuramoolan. He pretended to Baiamai that
he always killed the boys, cut them up, and burnt them to
ashes, that then he formed the ashes into human shape, and
restored shem to life, new beings, but each with a tooth missing.®
On each oceasion when Dhuramoolan brought back the boys
who had been handed over to him for the purpose of initiation,
it was found that. some of them were missing, and he always
reported that they had died from some ordinary disease. After -
a time Bajamai became very uneasy at the loss of so many of his
young meu, snd suspecting that something was wrong, he ques-
tioned those hrought back, but they were too mueh‘afraid of Dhu-
ramoolan te tell upon him. On Baiamai compelling them to speak
the truth, they told him that Dburamoolan had fessted on their
fellows, They also stated that it was not true sbout Dhura-
moolan burping them and restoring them' to-life, and that the

! Woor'.in-gim’-be- (the ¢ bard). .

% In some tribes this part of the story is varied by stating that Dhuramoolan
swallowed the boy, sad aftér a time vowited himup again & young man, possess-
ing all the tribal knowledge, but misus o footh. : ) : .
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extraction of their teeth was performed by his inserting his‘own
Jower incisors under the tooth to be extracted, snd wrenching

‘out. At this part of the- performance he sometimes bit the
entire face off the boy and-devoured him. Upon hearing this
Baiamai becamie very angry and destroyed Dhuramoolan, but

put his voice into all the trees of the forest-and told it to remain

in these trees for ever. He then split orie of the trees, and made
& bull-rearer (mudthega) which he fastened toa string and swung
round, and it had Dhuramoolan’s Veiee: It could bo. made
out of any tree, because the voice of Dhuramioolan had been
put into themall. Baiamai then told his chief meén that for the
future they must themselves initiate the youths of-the -tribes,
using the mudthega (Plate XX VT, Fig. 38) to repiesént the véicaol
Dhuramoolan to which they had all been accustomed. Baiatai
thought it would be better not to communicate Dhuramoolan’s
vimposit:ion to the women and uninitiated, but to continue to mwake
them believe that he came and took the boys away and burnt
and resurrected them as heretofore. He then instituted the
ceremonies of the Burbung as it is at present practised, and
commanded them to teach 1t to their sons in order that it minht
be perpetuated among all the tribes.

Dhuramaolan had a wife named Moonibear uho watched over
all matters relating to the women of the tribes. At the ceremony
of the Burbung, a small bull-roarer, bearing her name, is used in
the sacred ground, and is heard at night by the women in the
camp, who know its peculiar sound. It has a short string
and 1s fastened to a handle. Plate XXVI, Fig. 39, The large
bull-roarer, Plate XX VI, Fig. 88, is known by the several names
of mudzhega boobuo, and dhuramoclan. It is attached to a long
string, and is swung round the head without a handle.

The Camp. —The | general encampment was on the left or west
bank of Bulgeraga Creek, an ans-branch of the Macquarie River,
about a quarter of a mile easterly from Portion No. 11 of 1113
acres, in the parish of Wullamgambone, county of Gregory, New
South Wales. The site selected was on some dry level ground
in a small patch of open forest, in close proximity to the creek
mentioned, from which water was obtained for camp use.: This
camp eonsisted of five divisions representing the remnants of
the tribes from the following rivers :—the Macquarie, the Castle-
reagh, the Bogan, the Barwan, and the tribe from Cobar.
‘Each tribe occupied that side of the main camp which faced
the direction of their own country, the camp of the headman
who called them together being the datum point. Plate XXV,
Figs. 1 to 6. The “total number of - ‘persons, including a few
half-castes, present at this gathering was ninety-eight, viz.,
sixty-four males, and thxrty -four feinales, these numbers in-
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cluding children of both sexes. - The Aborigines Protection
Board supplied them all with rations during the continuance of

.the ceremonies. The Cobar tribe had to travel about 120 miles,

and onesection of the Macquarie tribe about 100 miles toreach
the Burbung camp.

The Burbclﬁg @round—In the central ps.rt of the camp, and
about 150 yards from the Bulgeraga Creek, was a slightly oval
space, measuring in one direction 86 feet -and in the other
77 feet, 1t was intended to be a circle, but, this was as near as
the natives could describe its outline. This space was bounded
by a small nick or groove! cut in the soil about 4 iuches wide
and 8 inches deep, and from its surface all timber and
had been thoroughly clesred. In the centre stood a pole,
about 8 feet high, with bushes and emu’s feathers fastened
to the top. On the south-western side of this “ cirele,” up
I shall call it for convenience of: reference, an opening 4 feet
wide had heen left, from which ran an- ancleered bush track
bearing generally abmxt $.5. Westerly, but . v it
to side, for abount 368 ) ards At the. dista
yards this track entered a this . #r,
and other brush timber, and 25.. yards farther on e'earvmgs
in the soil and on the trees commenced. ~The most interesting
of these are shown in Plate XXVI, Figs. 1 to 37. The first
object was a hole in the ground, on the left of the track, about
3 feet by 18 inches, and about 18 .inches deep, representing
a war'rabun, or place in which a younv wornan has to sit during
her first menstrual flow. Seven yards farther on the same side,
was a figure of Gunnanbuly, wife of Baiamai, 5 feet 6 inches
long, and 2 feét 6 inches across the breast, outlined by a-groove
cut In the soil, about 2 inches deep, and from 2to 3 inches wide,
Plate XX VI, Fig. 36.

On the oppos:te side of the track, 24 yards further on, was
the figure of an emu,? 6 feet 7 inches from the point of the bill
to the tail, cut out in the soil in a similar manner, and near it
were cevera.l emn tracks, as well as gigantie tracks of a man.
Fj

g&lx yards farther, on the left of the track, wasa xepresem
tation of a bewer-bird’s « pla,y-house," formed on. the groxmd

 This is the only instance where I have seen the boundary of the Gn"’lﬁ
defined by a nick cut in the ground; it is generally formed by a raised
embankment, composed of loose earth. See my paper on “ The Bors, or Initia-
tion Ceremonies of the Kamilaroi Pribe,” “Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” K“', p- 414,

2 See “ Rock Paintings and Carvings of the Australian Abongmas in the
“ Journal of the Anthropological Inatitute,” vol. xxv, p. 161, 162, Plate XVI,
Figs. 4 and §, where I have shown two emus carved upon rocks. .
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near the basé of .2 belar tree, among some grass and salt-bush,
with-small bones, pieces of broken crockery, glass, &e., in it.2
«: Fourteen yards from this, on the same side of the track, was
a belar tree from which two spiral strips of bark about 1} inches
wide, and reaching 12 feet high, had been cut with the toma-
hawk to represent a tree struck by lightning. ~ Alongside the
long strips were five zigzag lines indicating the forked lightning.
See Plate XXV, Fig. 13.
I the middle of the track, 233 yards from:the circle before
described, was a large fire called “ Baiamai's Five,” (millendee),
which was kept constantly burning. (FPlate XXV; No.11.)
Opposite this fire, on the right hand ‘side -of ‘the track, and
lying parallel to it, was the horizontal figure of & mign; composed
entirely of earth heaped up, the feet being towards the circle.
The length ‘was 21 feet 8 inches, the width across the body
§ feet 6 inches, and- the height of the body above the ground
'1-foot 9inches at the highest part, Fig. 37. He was lying face
dewnwards, with his arms spread out, and close tc him were
fmprints of a gigantic hand in the soil. These were formed by
puddling the clay into' the consistency of plaster, and then
making an impression in it resembling a human hand three or
four times life size. ' They were stated to be the imprint of
Baiamai's hands, when he was falling. '
Some of the blacks told me that Baiamai was hidden in a tree,
surrounded by bushes, according to the native custom, waiting
néar a waterhole for the emu. to come and drink. He then
speared.it with his long spear; munnian? and it ran away some
distance before it fell. Baiamairan after it, and tripped over a
log and fell in the position delineated on the ground. In one of
the belar trees near the figure of the emu before described were
fastened a bunch of hushes, called wom’merawa’, representing the
place where Baiamai was concealed in the tree when he threw
the spear. : ‘

: Three and a half yards from Baiamai's head was a belar tree,
containing an imitation of an eagle-hawk’s nest, about 22 feet
from the ground. On'the stem or bole of this tree was a repre-
sentation of the sun, 12 inches in diameter, made by removing
all’ the bark within the outline. Close above it was a figure of
the moon formed in the same way, about four days old, measuring
16 inches between the horns® Both these figures were visible to

anyone walking along the track. Fig. 4

! 8uch, places areused onlyas “ play-houses,” as they are called by bushmen ;
the bird buildy its hest for breeding purpdscs in'n tree. L ‘

- ¥ & long hetvy spear, made on ipqrpgsn; for killing emus, ) -
© 3 In ‘my paper-on “*“ Aborigiist Bock Paintings and Oarvings in N8 WY
published in the “ Procdedings of the Royal Bdciety of Victoria,” vii, N.B., pp-
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Extending from the foot of the.tree containing. the eagle’s
mest, in the direction of the goombo, described farther on, was e
representation of ‘the wahwee, a fabulous monster resembling
a snake. Tt lived in a large water hole, and used to kill and. eat
some of Baiamai's people. They were unable to. killit, This
carving in the soil was 59 feet long, and 12 inches wide across
t}l}e b;;gy  Its tail wasrepresented twisted round a belar sapling,.

On the opposite, or left hand side of the track, was the figure
of a man, 6 feet'6 inches high, cut out in the soil. “The body
was long -in_proportion to the rest of the figure, like many
native paintings which I have seen in caves, and in earvings
upon racks? " This my informant said was one of Baiamai’s sons,
but he had forgotten his name. Fig. 35. : o
id twenty yards beyond Bajawai's fire, the
. veach This is & cleared space, in which are built
up four eircular: mounds of earth about 2 feet high, having a
basal dismeter -of ‘about '8 feet, and 15.inches across the top.
"These four heaps.or mounds formed a square, the sides of which
varied from 30 to 33 feet, two of the sides being approximately
at right angles to the. track which passed through the goombe.
Several native weapons such as boomerangs, nulla-nullas,
bundies, hielamans, &c., were stuck in the sides of these mounds
by way of decoration. On each side of the track, about midway
between the two outer heaps, was a rustic seat, formed.by
digging up a sapling by the roots, and chopping the upper part
of the stem off and inserting it in the ground with the.reots
upward. These seats (woongoweera) were about ‘2 feet high,
and were stained with human ‘blood in the following manner.
A number of men wounded their gums, or the flesh. ;
their tongues, by means of sharp pointed pieces of bone,
needles ‘got from the white people, and as the bloed fowed into
the mouths of the operators, they spat it out upon the wood of -
the seat, where it was allowed to soak in snd dry. - It is n

necessary ‘that the seat.should be made sear : ug
if it i stained -over with blood. ‘The nativés told me  that
the “goombo was "used’ for playing native games, and  for
various spectacular: displays; both daring the day ‘and in the

night—a fire being kept alight on’ the northern sidé of it to. give
light. on these occasions. Plate XXV, Fig. 12, and Diagram 3.
Four yards beyond the goombo, & number of ‘bushes. were laid

143-156, Plate VIIL, Fig: 5, will be fonnd paintiogs of the sun and moon on

the roof of a cave. i ) c .

! Compare with Fig. 2, Platc IT, and Figs. 1 and 16, Plate ITT, “ Proc. Roy.
‘Geog. Soc. Aust.,” X, pp. 46-70, illustrating my paper on “ The Aboriginal Rock
Pictures of Australia.” L B : '
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as a_fence or screen, about 5 yards long and 4 feet high. ‘This
was at the termination of the track-and at right angles to it
Behind this screen of boughs a number of natives used to hide
on the arrival of a new contingent as described at p. 306.

In the preceding deseription I have dealt with most of the
prineipal objeets in the order in which they oceur to a spectator
starting from the large .circle and going through the whole
length of this sylvan temple. A reference to Plate XXVI will
further assist the reader in understanding what I have said. T
will now endeavour to deseribe the remainder of the carvings in
the soil, and the marked trees, as well as other objects scattered
throughout the sacred ground. .

. Thegreat number of characters (yam’munyamun’) cut upon the
surface of the ground at once attracts the notice of the visitor.
T obtain an even space to work upon, all small sticks, grass, and
loose earth had been scraped off the surface and piled into little
heaps around the butts of the trees and saplings, and the earth
cut out in earving the outlines was similarly disposed of. There
were upwards of thirty of these designs, some being on one side
of the track and some on the other, and extending back from ix
about 10 or 15 feet. The first of these carvings were met with
at 182 yards from the circle, and they then continued at
irregular intervals for 138 yards in the direction of the goombo.
Some of these designs were as much as 14 feet long and 8 feet
wide, and the smallest about 6 feet by 3 feet. A few of the
most representative of these are shown in Plate XXV1, Figs. 19
to 33. ' '

Scattered throughout the distance of 138 yards mentioned in
last paragraph, I counted fifty-nine trees marked with the
tomahawk, some being on each side of the pathway. Most of
them were merely stripes, straight or spiral, of a very simple
design, but some were of the usual yammunyamun’ pattern. A
few of these are reproduced in Plate XX VI, Figs.1 to 18. Thave
also shown some representations of iguanas, fish, a snake, a tu;tle,
and the sun and moon mentioned elsewhere. All these markings
were cut through the bark as far as the wood ; and within the
outlines of the animals named the whole of the bark had been
removed. Several of these markings were on saplings, or small
scrub trees, and in such case the tops were lopped off at about
7 or 8 feet from the ground. The larger trees containing the
best of the markings were not lopped. It was winter time when
the Burbung was held, and as the scrub was very dense, the
seplings may have been lopped to admit more sunshine.

Dispersed along the path, some being on one side and some on

! This ia a word used by the Kamilarci and Wiradthuri tribes to desiguate
the figures and devices on the ground and on the trees.
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the other, were between two and three dozen representations of
birds’ nests, fastened to saplings, and to the lopped off serub-
trees above referred to. v

Around that part of the secred ground containing Bajamai
and the other figures, and the yammunyamun it in the ground,
a bush fence, formed of sapling forks and bushes, had been made
by the natives for the purpose of keeping off cattle and sheep,
which were running in the vicinity. From the time the pre-
paration of the ground was commenced until the final ceremony

~ held there, two of the sble-bodied men kept guard over it day

and night, in order to prevent women or the uninitiated from
seeing it. They camped at Baiamai's fire, and kept dogs to
assist them. All the tribes contributed men to take their turn
at this duty. : ' S
Among these tribes, it is the eustom for that section of the
community which called themn together, to prepare the ground
and get everything ready for the arrival of the various contin-
gents. The locality chosen-for the performance of this saered’
rite 1s also sitnated in the conntry of the headman who ealls the.
assembly.? » o o
Mustering the Tribes—Early in the year 1893 the headman
of the native tribe occupying what is called “ The Mole”
country, on the Maequarie River, after consultation with the
headmen of the Castleteagh and Bogan river tribes, decided
upon holding a Biirbiing on the Bulgeraga Creek, one of the
ana branches ‘of the Macquarie River. Accordingly he sent
five messengers to invite the neighbouring tribes who were to
participate in the ceremonies, Two of these were sent to the
Castlereagh River to muster the sections of that tribe at
Coonamble and Galargambone; two were sent to the Bogan
river tribe, one of whom went to Cannonba, and the other-to
Nyngan ; and one messenger was sent down the Barwan River
to Walgett and other places. Each of these messengers carried
a bag containing a bull-roarer wrapped in a piece of skin, and
one or more kilts, according to the number of headinen to
whom the message was sent. The messengers thus dispatched
were of the same class as the headinan of the Mole tribe, and
were sent to men of the same class in the tribes they were
directed to muster. : ’
These messengers generally arrived at the camp to which
they were dispatched a little before sundown, because at that
time of the day all the men have generally returned from
hunting, and are to be found in their own quarters. " If the
messenger got within a few miles of the place the previous
! “The Bora, or Initiation Ceremonies of the Kamilaroi Tribe,” “ Journ,
Anthrop, Inst.,” xxiv, p. 413. ’
VOL. XXV. Y
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ing, but was unsble to reach it, then he would camp there
.?:)’: Itthi;:night-, and early the following morning he would travel
on, so as to reach his destination before the men had gone away
for the day. On his arrival, he sat down & short distance from
the camp of the men, within view of them, and on their
observing him, one of their number, knowing that he was &
messenger, would go over to him, and inquire the pature of his
‘errand. On-his stating that he had brought an invitation to
attend a Birbiing, the man who had spoken to him would
communicate this to the headman and elders of the tribe, who
all went to where the messenger was sitting. He thep stated
from whom he had come, and exhibited to them the _bull—roarer
and the kilt, and delivered all the particulars of his message.
The headman took charge of these emblems of his mission, and

consulted with the elders who were around him as to whether -

they were all willing to join in the great gathering. The
natives are generally very glad to receive such a message, and
are bound to obey the call. On this meeting or council of the
old . men accepting the invitation, their ’deelslgn was made
known to all the men, who chanted « Birr! Birr! Wah !” and beat
the ground with their feet. When the women heard this noise at
the men’s camp, they knew that a message had been received to
attend a Biirbiing, and they were glad of it, because any of
them who had sons of a suitable age would have them made
« young men.” The men went towards the women's camp, and
were met by them. The latter then pulle'd hg.ndfuls of grass,
and laid them on the ground, forming a ring inte which they
jnvited the men to enter and dance, th women sta{xdmg round,
and beating time with their hands. In a s_hortvt-lme’they all
dispersed, the messenger going into the single men’s camy,
where he was hospitably treated. In all native camps, Ehe
young men, and all visitors who have not their wives with
them, always camyp together a short distance from the camp of
_married people and girls, )
the'it‘he next (?ay,P or it might be in a few days’ time, the message
was -sent forward to the next tribe, or section of a tribe,
either by the headman dispatching one of his own people
bearing the sacred emblems, or by the same messenger who
had brought the invitation to the camp. In this way the
message was sent from tribe to tribe, or to sections of a
tribe, until the farthest-off camp of natives was reached.
The messenger then remained with the latter until it was
thought time to start for the place of assembly. The
journey to the appointed place was performed by easy stages
on account of the women, children and aged people baving
to accompany the men. The route taken by the messenger
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on his woy out was again followed, in order to pick up
.other detachments who had been invited. When the most
distant tribe or group started for the Birbiing, in company
with the messenger, some of the active men went to: and fro
between them, and the next group on ahead, reporting the
progress made by the women, &c., so that they might know. the
time o expect the travellers, and to be ready to join fhem.
The two lots of natives would then travel in company, notice
being again sent on ahead to the next camp, reporting progress,
as in the previous ease, their numbers being increased by a

~ fresh contingent at each of the places along their course.

When this mixed concourse camped at night, they sometimes
had dances and songs at the camp fire. .

On nearing the Birbiing camp, which was usnally in the
afternoon, one of the men went ahead and reported to the
principal headman that the combined contingent would shortly
arrive. On the approach of the strangers the men elready
assembled at the general camp stood round inside the eircle, -
each man having two boomerangs, & boomerang and a throwing
stick, or the like, 'which :they: beat: together.- - The headmen
stood among the rest &t -the side of theriny opposite-to that-in
which the opening is:left (Plate XXV, No. 14) The new
arrivals then marched: on, in single file; in -« ‘serpenting line,
each man being painted with red ‘ochre and gredse, and carvying
a small bough in each hand—the left hand helding the end:of
a spear in addition to the bough—the other end of the spear
pointing upwards over his left shoulder. The hands were
brought tegether, shaking the boughs at each step. The bull-
roarer, which was brought to the tribe by the messenger, was
carried by the leader of the band. It is carefully wrapped in
a skin, and. is ‘laghed to the lower end of his spear. From the
upper end of the spear is suspended the kilt which accompavied _
the bull-roarer, The leader, followed by the others, entered in ~
single file into the circle through the opening in its boandary,
and marched backwards and forwards across the eircle, com-
mencing at one end and going in zigzag linos to the other énd.
(Plate XXV, Diagram 2.) They then stopped marching,and com-
menced jumping and shouting, their hosts standing around beat-
ing their becmerangs together. When this had lasted for several
minutes the headmen gave the order wo break up, when all the
men—the hosts and their guests—mixed together, and they all
danced round the cirele a few times. The headmen of the hosts,
and also of the new arrivals, then called out the names of a few
principal camping grounds, waterholes, or other remarkable
places in their respective districts. While this reception was
being accerded to the men the women, accompanied by the

Y 2
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boys and children, went into the camping-ground and disen-
cumbered themselves of their burdens, and set to work pitching
their gunyahs.

The men of the newly-arrived contingent were next taken!
along the track to the sacred ground, and shown the figure of
Baiamai, the millendee, and the yommunyamun on the ground,
and on the trees, before each of which they stopped and danced.
They then went on towards the four heaps of earth (goombo).

Behind the screen of boughs at the further end of these heaps
(Plate XXV, Diagram 3) about a dozen men were concealed, in
a stooping posture, having a small bough in each hand, the bush
in one hand pointing upwards, whilst that in the other pointed
downwards, and the hands were held close together. The
headmen of the tribes previously arrived are there standing on
the heaps, or sitting on the seats. If there were more headmen
than these could .secommodate, they stood in the open space
hetween them. All the headmen had their faces in the
direction from which the strangers approached. The latter,
led by their headman, then formed into line before the goombo.
The men concealed behind the bough screen then rose and
danced out in single file, holding the bushes in their hands—
waving them slightly up and down in unison with their steps—
and mixed with the new arrivals amidst much glee and
mnerriment on both sides. The bushes were then cast away,
and all the men danced round outside the goombo at intervals,
as long as the perfarmance lasted. The headmen in possession
of the heaps chianged places, getting off one and walking to the
other, and the newly-amived lheadmen had an opportunity of
running in and stauding on them in his turn. Some of the
headmen stood or sat on the wooden seuts (woongowcera).

At the circle mear the camp that night the Mole tribe, in
whose country the assemblage took place, painted themselves,
and danced a corroboree before the newly-arrived contingent,
the women beating time on little bags made of the skin of the
padamelon, or any similar animal, tightly filled with pieces of
skin, grass, &e., like small pillows. One of these pillows served
two women sitting opposite each other and striking it alter-
nately. These festivities would be kept up till 10 or 11 o'clock,
and sometimes later, when all hands would retire to their own
quarters. It generally happens that the mew arrivals have
relatives or acquaintances among the other tribes. These
cearch for each other as soon as the tribal formalities are over,
and chat round the camyp fire long into the night.

The procedure 1 have described will apply to each of the

1 £ it is tao Jate by the time the reception at the ring is over, this part of it
§s postponed L:1l the nest morning. .
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contingents, the way the messenger was sent to them, their
journey to the Burbung ground, and their reception there.
Preliminary Ceremonies—From the time of the arrival of the
first contingent until the final eeremony there was a preliminary
performance at the circle every day. About 4 o'clock in the
afternoon all the men and women, accompanied by the boys
who were wsiting to be initiated, assembled at the circle. The
women and boys took up their position round the boundary of
it, the relatives of the boys being in the front row. The men
all of them painted and wearing their regalia, then entered the
cuel_e and danced round in single file. As they tramped round
waving their-arms, the women threw handfuls of leaves at them
as t:hey }?assed. When this wae concluded, the women and
novices dispersed to their quarters in the camp, and all the in~
itiated men went away along the path to the sacred ground, and
amused themselves by various performances around Baiatai’s
fire (millendes), and at the four heaps of earth (goombo) before
described. The hesdmen and others played games of dancing
from heap to heap and seat o seat, laughing and joking with
each other the while. Between the goombo and millendee
varjous sports and ceremonies are carried on. Sometines the
men iwitate a lot of dogs running after each other, then a mob
of kangaroos, then an e¢mu hunt, & The wizards go through
various mummeries, pretending to swallow things and bring
t.h_emvup agaix_l. The young men who have onl; been at ong
Birbiing previously are shown all the devices, and everything
on the sacred ground is fully explained to them, so that they
may be able to reproduce them themselves when they sre
required to do so at future ceremonies. » Y
As befors stated, the Mole tribe, being the principal hosts.;”
made a corroboree on the night of the arrival of each trily i
After that, however, each tribe daunced corroborees in g
cession, following the order of their arrival: Thus, /i A,
B and C are three tribes who have arrived i thiatie fer, and
D is the tribe acting as-host. On the night of
eaci; of }txigeB tnbgs Ifl;) dances; the next niglit- & ‘@fances; the
next night B; and the next C, this series being repefated as long
as the Burbung lasts. S ?‘?e?giﬁte@ s long
Prinm?alv Ceremony.—A few days after the-afrrival of the
last contingent—or, if time is no objeet; it may e two or three
weeks, all the visitors wishing to have-a’ fai¥ share of the
festivitics—the final ceremony atthe circle igf gene through
the time for this being fixed by ‘the_:hea;&mej &%ﬁer diacussigor;

among themselves. In the Burbung I am des;sfbribing, the nighg
previous to this, the mildthega and mindedr were vigorously
sounded at the sacred ground, and were headd by the women
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novices #nd children at the camp. The women were then
informed that Dhurameolan was coming for the boys the
following morning. Shortly before daylight the men, women
-and children assembled within the eircle, having entered it
through the opening in its boundary, each tribe keeping by
themselves on that side of the circle nearest their own district,
each group baving a small fire to keep themselves warm,
because the morning was cold. The novices, who were naked,
were placed sitting down on pieces of bark laid en the ground
near the back part of the ecircle, and their eyes east upon
the eargh at their feet. Each boy’s sister sat behind him, and
near her was her husband, who acted as the boy's guardian
throughont the ceremonies, These two then painted him all
over with red ochre and grease, making a few warks of pipe-
elay on the chest, and puatting soft swan feathers in his hair.
Each boy was then invested with a girdle, to whieh was
attached four kilts, one in front, one at eaeh side, and one
behind. Two forehead bands, a wide and a narrow one,
cempleted the dress.

‘When all was ready the headmoan sang out “Lie down ! here
he comes!” (meaning Dhuramoolan). The women and children
then lay down, and were securely covered up with blankety
and bushes, and a few of the men weré appointed to watch
them. A blanket was also thrown over the head of each of the
igrices in such a way tbat le could only see the ground at his
Immediately this was done a number of men approached

direction of the sacred ground, some sounding bull-
thers with strips of bark about 2 feet 6 inches long
5 inches wide (Plate XXVI, Fig. 40) in each hand,
they beat the ground alternately at each step. They
d and round inside the circle three or four times,
und, some men outside sounding bull-roarers, and
g a terrific din. Some of the men took up lighted
he fire and threw them near the women and children,
“were ~covered up, to make them believe Dhura-
burn them. While this frightsome row
dians caught each his novice above the
elessly away along the pathway towards
en with the bull-roarers following, and
before, for a shovt distance. As soon
ho accompanied them were out of
g was taken off the women and
terrified, and seeing the burning
that Dhuramoolan had done

3 he was taking the boys away.
ere guarding them, then left the

sight in thes
children.
sticks lying
this to try an
The women, an
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circle and removed the camp about 300 yards down the Bulgeraga
Creck; and on the opposite side of it, where there was some high,
dry ground suitable for the purpose. : T
In the meantime, the novices had been taken to a place
48 yards 8. 10° W. from the goombe (Plate XXV, No. 18), and
were placed sitting in'a row on sheets of bark laid upon the
ground, the blankets being still kept over their hsads and
shoulders, and -one or two men sounding bull-roarers octasion-
ally a short distance off. On their way here, the novices were
not taken through the sacred ground, but through the serub
several yards on the western side of it, along the track shown
on the Plate from No. 1 to No. 13. This was done %o that
they might not even cateh a glimpse of the carvings in the
soil or other devices. They were kept here for a short time,
during which their guardians and the old men who were with
them gave them advice as to their future conduct, and also
instructionsas to' their behaviour during the remainder of the
ceremounies; - After-this they were taken to a camp 3 or 4 miles:
distant, and the blankets taken off their heads, when they:
joined the men in hunting: during the rest of the day. At
night their guardians remained with them, the other men
camping close by. It wasa Tuesday morning on which they:
were taken uway from the circle, and were kept in this camp
till the following Friday. During the nights which they:
remained at this camp two or three of the men would go away
unobserved into the adjacent secrub in different directions and’
swing their bull-roarers. Some of the men would rush out round
the noviees’ cap, rattling their boomerangs together and making
hideous noises. yelling and shouting in their own language “ Go
away ! Go away!” pretending that they were beating off Dhura-
moolan, who was trying o come and burn the boys. :
On the Friday afternoon twd or three of the men retinmed to
the new camp, where the women and children had removed to,
and reported that Dhuramoolan would show them the boys
that night a few hours after dark at a place which they.
described, about 15 chains from the camp, where they had
formned a bough yard (tharrawonge) resembling a horse shoe in
shape, 42 feet across the open énd, and 24 feet deep. The wall
was 6 or 7 feet high, and the open end faced the direction
of the place to which the:-boys had been taken during their
stay in the bush, Within this yard, near the back wall, a kind-
of platform, about 15 or 18 inches high, was made by laying
sheets of bark on the top of short logs taken there for the
purpose. About dusk the female relatives and friends of the’
noviees went to the bough yard and made a fire outside of the
ourved end, at which they remeined awaiting the amival of the



%10 R. H. MATHEWR.— The Biarbiing of

boys. . They also lit a fire in front of the yard to give light
during the ceremony which was shortly to take place. About
9 o'clock at night the guardians with their novices, followed by
a number of the men, emerged from a thick scrub faeing the
open end of the yard and about 50 or 60 yardsdistant. Behind
these a couple of men were loudly sounding bull-roarers to
make the women and novices believe that Dhuramoolan was
present. Advanciag across an open space which was naturally
clear, the guardians and their novices entered the yard. As
soon as the last of the men got out of the scrub referred to into
the open ground, the sound of the bull-roarers ceased: The
guardians sat down on the platform, and the boys got on top of
their shoulders, their legs hanging down in front, and were held
in the hands of the guardians. The novices now extended
their arms horizontally, and kept their eyes closed. At a signal
from the men the sisters of the boys entered the yard, and walk-
ing up close to them squirted pipe-clay out of their mouths into
their faces, - The women then retired, and went away to their
own camp. None of the boys had mothers in the camp, other-
wise they would have attended on this occasion. While this
ceremony was going on the men who were there as spectators
stood near the entrance to the yard and facing the boys. The
boys were now let down from the shoulders of their guardians,
and, accompanied by them, camped in the yard all night.

The following morning the boys were again taken away into
the bush for three or four days more, te be further instructed in
the tribal ordinances. TDuring this time they were taught certain
songs and dances, which the women and uninitisted know
nothing about. There ure dances, as well as songs, which it is
unlawful to teach anywherc than aé the Burbung ceremounies
and arc only seen and heard there.

A new name is given to each of the boys, which is known
only to themselves and the initiated men of the tribe. Every
animal has a general name by which it is known to all, including
the women and children, and a secret name which is known only
to the initiated. The novives are made familiar with all these
names during their stay with the old men. At the time New
South Wales was first settled by Europeans, before the knocking
out of & front tooth fell into disuse, that ceremony also was per-
formed during the time the boys were out in the bush with the
old men,

- One day there was a sham fight. A section of the men had
caught some game, say, a kangaroo or emu, and ate it all them-
selves. The others said to thém, “Why did you not give
us some of that 2—we arc with you, and you ought to have
shared with us!” Both sides then pretended to get very
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angry, and challenged each other to combat, making the novices
believe they were in earnest. Weapons were thrown about in
apparent rteality for a short time, after which they all made

“friends again.

During the whole of the time the novices were out in the
bush with the chief initiator and the band of men who accom-
panied him, numerous ceremonial and pantomimic performances
were enacted, which space will not permit me to deseribe at
present. .

On the afternoon of the last day of this period, the heads of
the boys were again covered with blankets, as at the first. A
fire was lighted about 50 yards off, and when the crackling of
the wood and roaring of the.tlame became audible, several old
men suddenly commenced to sound bull-roarers, whilst others
beat the ground with pieces of bark in each hand, similar to
those used at the circle. The old men told the boys they were
guing to be burnt by Dhoramoolan. When it was thought that
the novices had been: sufficiently impressed, at a given signal
the guardians lifted  the blankets off their heads, and the
principal headman, pointing to the men with the bull-roavers,
said, “Theré he is! that 18 Dhuramoolan,” and proceeded to
explain to the boys how the noise was made at the circle the
morning they were taken away, and at all other places where
they had heard it, by sounding bull-roarers and heating the
ground with pieces of bark, similar to those now before them.
The story of Dhuramoolan, and the origin of the mudhiega was
then detailed to them, and they were told that they must
Land down this custom to the boys of the tribe. They were
cautioned against revealing anything connected with the secret
ceremonies to the women or uninitiated on pain of death. They
were also instructed in the sacred traditions respecting Baiamai,
and in the ancestral beliefs generally. The bull-roarers were
then banded to the novices and they were invited to examine
and whirl them round, to make themselves fully acquainted
with their form and use. The moonibear was also shown to the
novices and its use explained to them, They were, however,
strictly forbidden to make either of these sacred. instruments
except at the Burbung. An hour or two after this, the bull-
roaters were destroyed by splitting them in pieces, and driving
them into the ground out of sight. Scmetimes, instead of doing

- this, they are burnt. :

That night, about an hour after sun-down, the boys wer
taken to a place in a scrub, near the new camp, and perhaps
10 chains distant from it, where there was the trunk of a fallen
tree, lying on the ground, a few yards from one sidé of which .
fires were lit to give light. The novices stood on top of the
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log, with their guardians standing a little way behind them,
Their female relations, who were waiting there when they arrived,
walked in front, and after putting their hands upon them, stepped
back a few paces and stood there. By burning green bushes on
the ground under the log, a great smoke was made, which
ascended up around the boys. This was continued for a short
time, the women being on the other side of.the smoke. The
boys were then taken away to the quarters provided for them
near the new camp, where they remained for the night, the
women returning to the camp from which they had come.

- The following morning the Castlereagh river tribe started
homewards, and the other natives went with them as far as the
Marthaguy Creek, about 10 miles distant. Here the noviees
were again passed through the smoke ordeal before described,
which was the concludisg scene of the Burbung. FEach tribe
then started away ou their return journey to their respective
districts.

Genieral Remarks.—There were four boys initiated at this
Burbung, three blacks and a half caste. There were also present
about half a dozen young men who had been initiated at the
Burbungs held on the Castlereagh and Bogan Rivers some two
or three years before, and who attended this one for the purpose
of seeing the devices on Baiamai's Ground, and being further
instructed in the traditious of the tribes. The extraction of a
front tooth, or the eating of human ordure' was not enforced,
although both these rites were practised by the natives of these
districts in the early days of European settlement, but have been
discontinued for scveral® years. Neither was the hair of the
novices cut off, as in the Kamilaroi Bora desceribed by me.?

Three dialects were spoken hy the natives who attended this
gathering, but were mutually understood by all. The people
from the Castlereagh, the Mole and the Barwan spoke Wailwan,
those from the Bogan and Cobar spoke Wonghibon, and those
from the upper Macquarie, the Wiradthuri dialect. All of these
tribes have the same class system and all belong to the Wiradthuri
cominunity, one of the branches of the great Kamilaroi organis-
ation, which I have described in my paper to the Royal Geographi-
cal Society of Australasia, before referred to.

Other Initiation Grounds.—1t seems to me very desirable that
we should have an opportunity of obsérviag the resemblances

dnd dissimilarities not only in the'details of the ceremonies

themselves, but also in the form of the grounds—the natural

temples—in which these ceremonies are carried out. This .

¥ « Aboriginal Bors held at Gundabloui in 1894 " published in “Journ. Boy
Soc. N.8. Wales,” xxviii, pp. 108-4.
"% Ibud, pp. 98-129.
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remark applies with greater force to tribes more or less diverse
in their modes of celebrating this sacred: rite, and occcupying
tracts of country widely separated from each-other. :

Carefully prepared plans, showingthe ground eccupied during
the various stages of the ceremonies will, in iny-opinion, be found
of great assistance in elucidating the . written ‘details; snd
impressing them npon the mind -of .the student; as well as
atfording greater facilities for comparison  of the initiation
grounds used by different tribes. R gy

In my paper on the “ Bora, or Init
Kamilaroi Tribe,” published in: the ¥
logical Institute of Great Britain,”:
an account of the initiation céremoni
jaroi community, with a plate showing
the trees and on the turf, with other inférn
regretied that I did not add another P
encampment and its ‘swrrodndings, the ‘posith
image, the new camp, &ec. It has therefore occurred to me that
it would add to the value of the présent paperif I were to include
in it & Plate giving: the particulars indicated. In accordance
with this view I have prepared Plate XX VII, Sect. I, an explana-
tion of which is ineluded in my descriptions of the Plates. ‘

A short time since I wrote to my friend and fellow worker,
My, A, W. Howitt, F.G.8,, asking if he would kindly furnish me
with sketches for publication of the ground showing the position
of the various stages of the Kuringal of the Murring tnbe, des-
cribed by him in the “Journal of the Anthropolegical Institute
of Great Britain,” vol. xiii, pp. 432—£59, and also of the locality
showing the gronud on which the Jeraeil of the Kurnai tribe
took place, detailed by him in vol. xiv, pp. 301-325, of the
Journal mentioned. Mr. Howitt willingly acceded to my
request, and from the information I have been able to pre-
pare Sections ITand I1I of Plates XX V11 with short explanatory
descriptions.

I wish it to be understood that I do not hold myself respon.
sible for thie acenracy of the statements made in the descriptions
of Sections 11 and IIT of Plate XX VII. I have merely collated
the details from the “ Journals of the Anthropological Institute ”
in which they originally appeared, assisted by Mr. Howitt's
further notes and sketches supplied direct to me. 1 have,
however, exercised the greatest care, and have done Iny best
with the information at my disposal. -

It will be seen that, in addition to the aceount of the Wirad-
thuri Barbing, I have introduced into this paper original plans
and descriptions of the initiation grounds of the Kamilaroi Bora
—the Murring K¥ingal,—and the Kuinai Jeraed, representing




314 R. H. MaTuEWS.—The Birbitng of

the initiation ceremonies of four separate communities, ail
differing more or less in detail, both as regards the particulars of
the ceremonies, and in the form of the several grounds. They are,
moreover, separated from cach other by long distances. From
McLennan’s Strait in Victoria, where the Jeraeil took place, o
the site of the Bora, near the northern boundary of New South
Wales, is a disianee of over 600 miles in a direct line.

It is not my intention at present to draw attention to the points
of resemblance, or the differences, in the manner of the celebra-
tion of these ceremonies aroong the tribes mentioned, beeause [
do not think the examples within our reach are sufficient to
enable us to attempt a work of this kind. There is a very wide
field of unbroken ground yet before us in regard té the initiatio
ceremonies of the Australian aburigines, :

DescnrprioN oF Prates XXV-XXVII,
Plate XXV.

This plate shows the Burbung ground of the Wiradthuri tribe,
as described in this paper.

No. 1 is the oval space 86 feet by 77 feet, where the reception
of contingents and other ceremonies were held. This eircle is
shown on a large scale in Diagram 2. No. 2 is the site of the
eamp of the Macquarie river tribe, who are the hosts, because
the gathering took place in their country. No. 3 is the Castle-
reagh tribe. No. 4 the Barwan tribe. Nos, 5 and 6 the Bogan
and Cobar tribes respectively. Nos. 7 and 8 are two native
ovens, or large holes in the ground, in which animals were
eooked. No. 9.is the location of the figure of Gunnanbeely
(Fig. 36, Plate XXVI) Nos.10and 11 are the sites of the figure
of Balamai, aud his fire respectively, No. 12 is the goombo of
which an enlargement showing detail is given in Diagram 3.
No. 18 is the place 48 yards from the goombo where the boys
were first halted on the morning they were taken from the circle,
No. 1, by their guardians. The dotted line from 1 to 13 repre-
sents their line of march. No. 14 is the spot within the circle
where the headman stood when welcoming the various contin-
gents, and also on the morning of the final ceremony. No. 15
represents the wavy or sinuous line in which contingents
marched when arriving at the circle,  This plate also shows the
tharrawonga where the women blew pipe-clay in the faces of
the novices, whilst held on their guardians’ shoulders—the place
where the smoky fire was made between the novices and their
female relatives—and the positicn of the new camp. Forfull
partieulars the reader is referred to the text,

lines as well as the fish. - Fig. 4 shows the st
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Plate XX V1.

The most important of the yemmunyamun marked upos the
ground and upon trees, &ec., at the Wiradthuri Burbung are
delineated on this plate. I

Figs. 1 to 18 show some of ‘the best of the markings on the
trees. In Fig. 1 are represented two fishes, one of which is 2 feet
10 inches long, and is going up: the tree, the other is 1 foot
8 inches long, aud is coming down. Thefe are s few crooked

"""" 1 and moon, the

latter about four days old 7 thisis the trée in which the eagle-
hawk’s nest is built.  Fig.'5 about 6 feet long
twisted round a tree. Fig:9i and is over
3 feet long. TFig. 13 represe ck by lightning:

Figs. 11, 14, 17 and 18 are de
which is 6 feet, and the smalles :
Figs. 19 to 33 are devices of He b yoni - the
surface of the ground, thé most sting “1i5 the
wahwee, Fig. 30. Figs. 34, 35-and 36 represent resy :
emu, one of Balamars sons, and-Gunhanbéely delin
the ground by means of & nick ‘or ‘groove cut
Fig. 37 is a representation of Baiammai lying face downwas
the ground. It is 21 feet 8 inches long, and is built'ip of lodse
earth. Figs. 38 and 39 represent-the mudthega and moorishear
respectively, the large and small bull-roarer used at theinitiation
ceremonies, with the string attached to them. Fig. 40 repre-
sents one of the strips of bark used in beating the ground; it.is
2 feet 6 inches long and 4} inches broad at the widest part.
One of these pieces of bark, and also a bull-roarer, used: at the

" ceremonies, were presented to me by the headman, and arg now

in my possession, Most of the Figs. on this Plate are more
particularly referred to in the text of this paper. ’ .

Prate XXVIL
{Section 1.)
*.% The pages refer to “ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” vol. xxiv,

This shows the Bora ground of the Kamilaroi tribes. _
No. 1. Camp of Jack Bagot, with the local tribe from Mogil
Mogil, Collarendabri and Walgett; No. 2, the Mungindi, Kuno-

! Aboriginal drawings of snakes, iguanas, the sun and moor, fish, &o., painted on
the walls of caves, or carved upon smoath rocks, hare been described by mé inother
publications. See “ Australian Roek’ Fiotures’ in ** The American Antbropo-
Jogist > (Washington), viii, pp. 268-276 ; also “ Aboriginal Rock Paintings and
Carvings in N.S. Wales,” in the “ Proceedinga of the Royal Society of Victoria,”
vii, N.8., pp. 143-156.
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pia and Welltown contingent; No. 3, the Moonie and 8t. George
tribe, p. 413. No. 4 is the place where the various continhgents
danced corroborees at night during the Bora, pp. 419-420. -

No. 5. The large circle 70 feet in diameter, surrounded by a
raised earthen wall about & foot high, p. 414. Here the pre-
liminary ceremonies were held at which the women, novices and
children were preseut, p. 418. From here the boys were taken
away by their guardians, p. 421. v

No. 6. Baiamai’s Fire, p. 418, and Neo. 7, the image of
Baiamai 15 feet long, formed of raised earth and logs. Opposite
to him was GGunnanbeely, his wife, pp. 415-416.

No. 8. The smaller circle, 45 feet in diameter, in which were
two seats (waddengakiee) abont 5 feet high. Frem the Bora ground
the novices were taken to Mungaroo, about 6 miles distant, where
a semi-circular yard was made in which they camped, p. 422.

Nos. 9, 10 and 11 shows the new camp, No. 9 being the camp’

of the local tribe, the others-being arranged in the same order as
at the first place. The distance from No. 1 to No. 9 is abont
half a mile, but on the plate it scales only half that distunce,
owing to want of space. The new camp, the bough-yard and the
novices’ camp are here shown in their correct relative positions.

No. 12 Bough-vard near the new camp where the novices
were shown to their female relatives at a smoky fire, pp. 424-424,

No. 13. The camp to which the novices were taken after
passing through the smoke ordeal, p. 425.

Section IL
*,% The pages refer to “ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” vol. xiii.

The Kiringal! of the Murring tribe took place in the hills
about tive miles casterly from the junction of the Bega and
Brogo rivers in the county of Auckland, New South Wales.

No. 1, the main camp, is not shown on the plate, owing to
want of space. Here the women were covered up, and the
novices taken charge of by their Kabos or guardians, p, 442.

No. 2. The place where the novices were rubbed with red
ochre and fat, and shrouded in blankets and instrocted by the
Kabos, about 3 or 4 miles from the main camp at No. 1, pp.
4432-3. : :

Nos. 3t07. Stopping places on the way out where dances
were performed by the wizards, pp. 4#4-5. At No. 7, a low arch
of bent saplings had been made underneath which the novices
had to crawl. »

! The Kuringal—alsovalled Koolyadoeo and Kutin among some tribes—iz s short
or abridged form of the initiation ceremonies, and is only used when there is no

time, or it is otherwice inconvenjent, to hold the complete ceremony, which is
called the Bunan.—R. H. M.
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No. 8. A circular space, say from 50 feet to 60 feet in
diameter, carefully cleared of everything, but not surrounded by
a raised border of any kind. In the centre was a large fire
(falmarii), and outside of this space'were the camps of the men
of the several tribes each in the direction of their own country.
All the novices with their Kabos camped by themselves, p. 445.

No. 9. A small cleared space in which the tooth was kpocked
out. It was about a quarter of & mile down the ridgealong a
rocky cattle track leading to:the creek, and was about 200 feet
lower than the camp at No. 8, The figuré of Daramulun was
cut on @ tree facing.this spot, bat was obliterated after the
ceremonies, pp. 446-7. From: heré the boys were taken back to
No. 8, where they were. invested with:the belt, kilt, and other

insiguia of manhood, p. 449, .. S R
No: 10. Small rocky hill where the bull-roarer was concealed

when not in use by the messenger who had-arrived with the

most distant contingent, . .l e

- Neo. 1L . Earthen image; life size; of Daramiiliin lying of' the

ground, p. 452.- - SR e

- No. 12, Grave where-bne of the wizards was buried and then

resurrected by the other wizards by means of chants and - dances

around the grave, p. 453, : '

No. 13. Waterbole in a small creck where the men washed
off the charcoal powder with which they had been smeared and
splashed water over the novices, p. 454 '

No. 14. Place where the novices were halted to be finally
instructed. Here the bull-roarers were shown them, and secrecy
enjoined, p. 454. ,

No. 15. High peak overlooking the low country where the
novices were decked with their newly acquired men’s attire, and
painted after the manner customary in the tribe p. 455.

No. 16. Place where the Kabos took the novices on their
shoulders, and marched to the new camp surrounded by the men
bearing boughs, p. 455.

No. 17, The new camp where the novices were momentarily
shown to theéir mothers at a hut where there was a smoky fire,
before beiug sent into the bush by themselves during a period of

probation, p. 455.

Section TIL
*4+* The pages refer to “ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” vol. xiv.
This illustrates the Jeraeil' ground of the Kurnai tribe.
No.1. The main camp was about 3 chains southerly from the
southern bank of McLennan’s Strait, near the old crossing place

! After the publication of all the papers on which T am énpaged resperting
the initistion ceremonies of different tribes, it is probable that they will suggest
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of the now disused Port Albert Road. This Strait eonnects Lake
Wellington and Lake Victoria. The people camped on either
side of the headman, in the direction in which they had come ;
No. 2 being the young men’s eamp. This place was a favourite
old Jeraeil ground of the Kurnai tribe. It is flat sandy land very
little elevated above the level of the sea. It is in the county of
Bualn-Bulg, in the colony of Victoria.

No. 3. The Jeraeil ground is an open space about a quarter
of a mile from the camp, all the little bushes were chopped up,
and the ground cleared of sticks and rubbish, p. 304. IHere sat
the novices with their Krauun behind them, p. 305.

No. 4. The place where the men disguised themselveg, and
with their headman ran forward along the dotted line to the
front of the novices at No. 3, p. 305.

No. 5. The semi-circular enclosure of bouahs p. 306, where
the novices were put to sleep, p. 308, and after awakemurr wers

invested with the belt, kilt, &e.

No. 6. The camp where the novices were kept and instructed
by theu' bullawangs, pp. 311 and 315.

No. 7. Place at the edge of a dense scrub of tea-tree, with a
lit-blc open plain of some 50 acres in front, where the novices
were shown the bull-roarers and afterwards played the opossum
gane, pp. 312-314.

No. 8. The place where the girls (Krauun) offered food to the
noviees, p. 315.

No. 9. Place where the “ghosts” provided meat for the
novices, p. 318.

No. 10. The dotted hne from No. 6 to No. 10 is where the
novices, at night, sounded the bull-roarers to frighten the women
—Tindon being supposed to be leaving the camp—and ceased
the noise at No, 10 on the bank of the Strait, p. 315.
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The BURBONG of the WIRADTHURI TRIBES. (Part 1)
By I.. II. MaTHEWS, L.S.

In a former communication! to the Anthropological Institute
I described the Biirbling of the tribes belonging to the Wirad.
thuri community oceupying that part of New South Wales
watered by the lower portions of the Macquarie, Castlercagh
and Bogan rivers, with their affluents and branches. As I };ui
to abridge that article in order to keep it within reasonable
limits, T stated that on a future occaston T would Prepare a
supplementary paper describing the wost imporlant parts of
the ceremonies in a more extended form? TIn fulfilment of
that promise, the present article has been prepared, in which I
shall deal with the Wiradthuri tribes spread over the upper
portions of the rivers above mentioned, extending southerly to
the dividing range between the Lachlan and Murrambidece
rivers, including within that area the tribes resident on the
upper part of the former river and its numerons tributaries.

In my eriginal communication, the manuer of swnmonine the
several tribes to attend the Burhung? and their arrival at the
main camp' wus  explained, the Burbung ground with its
hmagery aud surrouwmdings was earefully described,® the pre-
liminary daily performances at the ring were particularly
detailed.” It will be unnecessary, therefore, to include any
further information respecting these parts of the ceremonies in
the present paper. In the following pages I shall endeavour
to more fully deseribe the manner of removing the novices from
the main camp, and to supply comprehensive details of the
important secret ceremonies in the bush, these divisions of
the subject having been rather briefly defined in my former
nemoir.

Taling awey the boys.—During the night preceding the taking
away of the novices considerable sexual license is allowed
between the men and women, whether married or single. This
liberty is accorded only to thosc parties who would be permitted
to marry cach other in conformity with the tribal laws, but
would not be extended to the novices. The next morning all

! ¢“The Birbiing of the Wirsdthuri Tribes,” * Journ. Authrop, Inst.,” xxv,
293-318.
2 ‘““Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,’” xxv, 207.

Loc, vil., 303 %
“du LA
Tid., 299-3C3.
Tiid., 307.
As stated in my former paper, the time for taking the novices sway from
the camp is fixed by the headmen, alter the arrival of all the trites who are
exspeeted to be present st the ceremony.  *“ Journ, Anthrop. Inst,” xxv, 307.

Inst )" sxv, 2305207,
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the men commence shouling before daylight, and as soon as it
is clear enough, every one in the entire camp shift up close to
the ring? Some men cut bushes and bring them alongside for
uge in covering the women presently, and rugs and blankets are
also gathered out of the camp for the same purpose. Every
novice had a guardian? assigned him by the headmen, such
guardian being selected from among the initiated men of the
class and totem with which the novice was entitled to inter-
marry. These guardians did not act openly, because the women
were present, and they did not wish the latter to know that
they were taking & prominent part in the proceedings, but got
some of their brothers, who may he called their assistants, Lo
act for them until the women were covered vp. Each assistant
took his novice in charge and invested him with all the articles
comprising the dress of a man of the tribe. This dress con-
sisted of a girdle round the waist, under which were inserted
four kilts or tails (hurran), one of these tails hanging down in
front, one belind, and onec on each side. A net band was
fastened ronnd the forehead, and a somewhat similar band
around each of the upper arms. Coloured feathers of the
cockatoo and other birds were inserted in the boys” hair.?

The sisters of the movice and those of the guardian now
painted him red all over his body and limbs, after which a
brother of the guavdian led him into the ring and placed him
sitting down on some bark close to the embankment forming
its boundary. The novices belonging to cach {ribe were keps
in a group Ly themselves, all having their Leads bowed down, on
the side of the ring nearest to their own rgooranbang or country.*
The mothers of the novices are now brought up and are placed
sitting down in a row just outside the embankment bounding
the ring,® each mother being immediately behind her son. She
sits in such a position that she can hold in her hand the tail
which is attached to the left side of her son’s girdle.

To make the position of the boys and their mothers more
clearly understood, we will suppose that the tribe from Cowra,
on the Lachlan river, are present. All the Cowra novices would
be placed sitting in a row within the embankment, on the side
of the ring ncarest Cowra. The mothers of the novices would
be just outside the ring; their female relatives would be just
Lehind the mothers, and all the other Cowra women and

1 See Plates XXV and XXVI, of mv fir
them.  “Jonrn Antheap Inat” wxv, 200
2 ¢ Journ. Anthrop, Inst.,” xxv, 308.

4 Loe, cit., 308,
* Loc. cil., 308,
5 The boundary of the cirele is generally formed by a ruised enrihen embank-
ment.  Loe. it 299, nole 1.
YOL. XXV1, T

paper, and tha deseriptions of
md 314315,
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children would be farther back. The novices belonging to each
of the other tribes present, and their female relations, would be
similarly placed in groups by themselves at different places
around the circle,

All the women and children are now directed to lie down,
with their faces turmed away from the ring, and a number of
the men proceed to cover them over with the rugs and bushes
which they have in readiness. These men, with spears in their
hands, then watch the women to see that the covering is not
interfered with.! Little children, wha eannot speak, are not
covered up, but are allowed to remain standing or sitting
among the women, because they are not able to report anything
which they may sec.

When all these preliminaries had been satisfactorily arranged,
the headmen gave the signal, and two men commenced vigorously
sounding bull-roarersclose at hand, in the direetion of the goombo;
and several men came along the track from the same direction,
each man carrying iu one hand a picee of bark, called munge,
previously described.®  These men enicred the ring through the
npening® in the bank, and ran round, hitting the ground heavily
with the pieces of bark referred to, but not uttering any exclama-
tion, and then withdrew. The sther men standing about the
ring shouled, and during the combined noise ofthe Lull roarers,
the shouting, and the beating of the ground, each guardian caine
forward, and caught his novice by the arut and led him with

downcast eyes out of the circle and along the track. The head-
men, ad most of the young fellows officiating in the ceremonics
at the ring, also went with them.

During the din and clamour produced at the ring while the
novices are being taken away, some of the men pick up a few
articles belonging to the women, such as dilly-bags, yamsticks,
or the like, and scatter them about.® Fire-sticks are also
thrown close to where the women are lying, to impress them
with the prejudice which Dhurramoolun is said to have against
womankind. Some of the men who are standing around take
up some of the little children, who are rot old enough to talk—
and cannot thercfore report anything to their mothers—and
mark their bodies with a few spots or stripes of paint, the
women being led to believe that the cvil spirit did this when he
was taking the novices out of the ring.

When the guardians and novices are out: of sight, the men
take the covering off the women and children, who then get up

P Journ. Anthrop. Inst ,” xxv, 308,

2 Loc. eif., 308, Plate XXVI, Fig.40.

3 Thid., 299.

! “Journ. Anthrop. Inst )’ xxv, 308, 3 Loe. cit., 308,
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with one group, and some with another’ Some of the groups
would w%iapg, have no novices with them. Each of these
groups light a fire at the place where they halt, and remain
there till about daylight or sunrise, and have breakfast there.

All these little mobs then re-unite, and clear another corTo-
boree ground a little way from the one they prepared the previous
evening at “No. 1.”  On this new corroboree ground the
kooringal play the porcupine, imitating that animal before the
boys, who are ranged on one side, and are directed to look at
the performance.  The guardians then take the novices back to
the little camps they had severally come from, and remain
there with them, During the day the painting on the bodies
of the novices is carefully renewed. As the novices are not
permitted to speak, if they require anything they must make
signs to their guardians. If a boy wants to attend to any
necessity of nature he is taken about ten paces away from the

camp, where the guardian digs a hole for the purpose, which he
again fills up with earth after it has been used. .
The kooringal and other men who may be accompanying
them then go out hunting to obtain food for the novices and
their guardians. On returning late in the afternoon with the
game caught during the day, some of it is cooked by the
Looringal for the novices. The bones and sinews are taken out
of the meat which is prepared for them, and is taken to them
by their guardians. Some of the old men go round to see that
the novices’ food is dressed and cooked according torule. When
the groups of men and boys have partaken of the evening repast,
they are all mustered together again, and go to “No. 1 camp,”
that is to say, the same place where they camped the previous
night, the novices and their guardians going into their own
quarters as before. .
Some time after dark, the novices are brought out to one side

of the camp fire, and several of the kooringal men climb up a

trec growing close by, some going into one branch and come

into another. They then imitate the noise made by opossums,
and wicturate down out of the tree, representing a habit of that
animal when it first goes out of its hole on to a branch of a tree.

The men then come down out of the branches and run along on

their hands and feet past the camp fire, which finishes the

performance.* The boys are taken back to their camp, and
cveryone—men and boys—go to sleep.

! Fach of these little camps is called o bundul. Every novice is taken away

from “ No. { caup”™ o a bunbul situated in the direction opposite or contrary

to that of his own country. . . i
* Although T have mentioned only one play in the morning and one in the

cvening, there miay be two or more different performances in succession each
time. This applies to every day’s proceedings.



278
{ R. H. MataEWs.— 7% Barbing of

Next morn ,
m&i:t? glvgzmr}g, bofore day light, all hands are ronsed up, and
occasions byt rom the camp in little groups as on previous

> VUL gomg to new places. After breakfast, another

a i ) A - o
e Vs 50 o o ey P eiing g of sman
> g € usual, € nooringal t
b;l:lktmt% igg zhe al1110V1ces, with their respecticeg gual;?i?agng,ogg
moring, e tx}x; camps they were taken to in the earllay
it pron 2 o e yreturn of the.huu'ters in the afternoon, food
whieprare wholeg'u en to the novices in the usual manner, after
X it ot %iseullbly 80 1nto their old quarters at « N 0. 1”
somonie wh e ‘fme sundown the bull-roarer wags sounded
Some humaﬁ ogzcgmhez;lr;’d,&%%htl;ﬁeold men gave each novice
. . J were ; c >
g:lg?%oﬂ;}? evexgng some urine was éolleglx,:d (izll;}ﬁcj;&ill:lgl :;fdl
g mentionz( 1n;n ices to drink when they were thirsty. It ’may
e ]‘éori*z o 3}eg*le tha_t. all the plays and other performances of
obscéne ééqscm“:e Sna‘ei1 (cl»ufti,ll&ll;he 1)1:.§h with tlhe boys contain many
bsc esture; - practices; and it is remarkable th
(\: ue; ct(l)x;ilse;}hé::ﬁmonf; ’of a som(i‘yhat_ similar character amoﬁﬂtarﬁ
The followiug morning. an hone pe ey Freof the world
old men eall 11}? the entci’;'é camy Which fs g QLG the
.4 men ! P, which is again divided int
I]);l:;;\lggﬁg;og; x:;rT}]l((,) r‘gl;at& Jound the main é,camp ‘a]sde(‘}n ”tlltlg
Bo ot g pring on b 1is o‘cc;as1011, however, these groups
d ’ e e pots us befoie, but each litt
:ﬁllec:it; ,ﬁ r}t;rtesh ﬁzca-ce at which to light their fire, amti lfemn;?:))
e p}a ré,d - & (j,rlbreakfast another new corroboree ground
gupared an =~ e,] boys brought into it. The kooringal play
o, or | }uni storm ; they 80 along one after the othep
Phoutl ?)y nd r)rea ing down saplings and pulling up smaller
it Dy the lor:’ts. After this the guardians and boys divide
nbe ';Lg alI:t @ o(t-hig- 11):,(33: 'tg their little camping places, and the
cLomal'i‘xp early in f aft,ef‘n c;(l){;fm 80 out hunting, and return to the
of o}rlx?e 1(;%mtsﬁnder of the day sl_mu}d be devoted to the extraction
hime of ¢ }? a;:er}t;ral UPPer 1ncisor teeth’ of each novice but
ccouparonn has of recent ycars fallen into disuse owing to the
hooupation of 1e country hy the white people. Two of the old
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3 “ Journ, Anthrop, Inst.,” “:gg;s (Washington, 1391).
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illustrating their verbal descriptions by making holes of the

required size in the ground, and placing themselves in proper.

attitudes. There was a small cleared space closc to the camp,

in which were made a row of double holes, varying from

6 inches to a foot deep, the number of the pair of holes equalling

the number of the novices. In these the feet of the novies were

put to prevent struggling, but the loose carth was not filled in

around the foot. Each novice sat on the knee of one of the men,

while another stood behind with one hand over the eyes of the

novice—the other hand helding his chin to keep the month

open. The principal headmen stood by, giving the necessary
directions. When all was ready, the man who was to knock
out the tooth stepped forward, bearing in his hands a mallet
and a small wooden wedge, which was driven Letween the
teeth for the purpose of loosening them, after which the tooth
was kuocked out by placing the wooden chisel against it, and
then giving it a smart tap with the mallet. The tooth was
either pulied vut of mouth with the fingers, or was spat out, but
the blood was swallowed. The foot holes were then filted up,
and the novices were taken back to the camp.

That night at « No. 1 camp,” instead of imitating an animal,
the performance covsists of the kosringal pretending to quarrel
about something!  Loud recriminations are indulged in, and the
men shake their weapons, as if going to engage in immediate
combat. This is done to intimidate the novices, who are lying
down, covered over us vsual.  After peace has apparently been
restored, a number of the dovringul stand round each noviee in
succession.

On the following morning, as usual, about an hour or two
before daylight, the old men awaken the entire camp, which is
again broken up into small segments, cach segment going away
in different directions, and forming new camps, as before. As
soon as the morning mweal has been disposed of at these scattered
camps, all the novices are mustered, and put standing in a row
on the side of a freshly cleared space, near No. 1 camp. They
have the rugs over their heads, and their eyes cast down in the
usual way. About twenty men of the kooringal, painted black
with charcoal and grease, and baving sinall green bushes, and

bunches of grass fastencd in their hair, are sitting in a row in
the cleared space, opposite to the novices, Each man has a
piece of bark, sieunga, in one hand, similar in size and shape
to the bark used in beating the ground at the ring, the morning
the novices were taken away® At a given signal from the
headmen, who are standing close by, the Zeoringal commence

! ¢ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.)” xxv, 310.
2 Loe, ctt, 811,
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hitting the ground in front of them with the munga. At the
same time bull-roarers (mudjecgang),' were sounded by two men
who were standing in the clear space behind the kooringal. The
guardians then raise the novices’ heads, and opening the rugs at
their faces, tell them to look at the scene before them. A
number of men now step out behind the kooringal, who arc
sitting down beating the ground. Each of these men has a
boowerang in one hand and a bunch of grass in the other, and
after swaying their bodies to and fro for a short. time, théy all
gimultaneously throw their boomerangs over the heads of the
novices. As soon as this isdone, the guardianslift the blankets
off the novices” heads,* and they arc thus frecd from being covered
any more in this way. Several of the Looringal now rush up in
front of each novice, with spears and other weapons raised in
their hands, and threaten themn that if they ever reveal what
they have now been shown, to the women or the uninitiated, they
will be killed without mercy. Several tails (burran) are now
fastened by the guardians to the hair of the head of cach novice

some hanging down behind, and others at the sides. The chisel
and mallet with which the tooth was kuocked out are shown at
this time.

VV}Eeu these formalities are over, the novices and their
guardians go_out huuting with the kooringal, the boys being
permitted to join in the exploits of the chase, the only !‘és!}l'iCtiO!ol
being that they must not look behind them, or on' either side.
On getling in sight of “ No. 1 camp” when returning late in the
afternoon, each guardian breaks a large bush which Tie hands to
his novice, who holds it with folded arms agzinst the front of
his body, and marches on with his head bowed towards his
breast. When the novices get into camp, each boy puts his
bush on the ground, and sits down upon it. The game caught
during the day is cooked, and that which is intended for the
novices is dressed in the usual manner, by removing all bone
and sinew from it. There is no performance at the bcamp fire
that night, and all betake themselves to slumber as early as
they can.

Return of the boys®—An hour or two before daylight next
morning, the assemblage is once more scattered into little
groups as on previous occasions, and three of the Aooringal

V¢« Journ, Anthirop. Inst.," xxv, 308.
2 Loe. cil., 311.
* In my original paper on the Barkiiag, © Jot 3
: : raper on 1h hiing, ¢ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” xxv, 296, I
stated that in conseguence of the numerous particulars fo {b’e taken down, some
omissions or errors of detail might have crept in. T now find that a few of the
ceremonies iu the bush were not giveu in tEeir proper sequence. The norices

were shown the bull-roarer, and were nun i i i
1 : ed, d ]
before their return to the t}mn-awo»_ga. nrig their firs term in the bush
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start away towards the place to which the women had removed
the camp from the Burbung. The remainder of the men now
ack up everything belonging to them, and after breakfast all
the little groups again re-unite as usual. A start is then made
towards the women’s camp, hunting as they go, to provide food.
Rarly in the afternoon they arrive ata waterhole, where a halt
;s made, and all the men go into the water and wash the black
int off their bodies, the novices silling on the bank as
gpectators, towards whom the men splash water with their
hands, and then come out of the waterhole. At this halting
place, the men and boys have all the hair singed off their bodies,
and the ende of the hair of their heads is singed to make it shorter.

Preparations are now made for resuming their journey
towards the thurrawonga camp. The novices are decorated
with spots of pipe-clay on top of the red oclire with which the
whole of their hodies have been kept painted every day while
they have been in the bush. The spots or daubs of pipe-clay
referred to are put on the faces, Lreasts, and arms of the novices.
The men are also painted, and both they and the boys wear their
full dress.

Having proceeded some distuncee, another stoppage is made,
and some of the old men who are related to the novices present
call each boy out and give him a new name, by which he shall
be henceforth known among the initiated men of the tribe?
The novice stands with hig gnardian, and when the name is
announced the men raise a shout. The kooringal then again
caution the neophytes not to reveal what {hey Liave seen to the
swomen or the uninitiated, or they will be punished with death.
While they are repeating this caution they hold in their hands
spears and tomahawks, and step up quite close to the novices in
a threatening attitude.

The three men before mentioned who started away before
daylight went back to the new camp erected by the women
On arriving there, and having some conversation with the old
men who had remained with the women, they put up a yard
called thurrawanga,! for the purpose of receiving the novices on
their return that evening. This yard resembles a semicircle in
shape, and is built of forks and bushes laid as a fence, the
convex end facing in the direction frou’ which the novices are
expected to arrive. Tt is about 40 feet across the open end and
abont 30 feet in the other direction, the height of the bough
wall Leing about 4 or 5 feet. Near the farther end of this
partial enclosure some sheets of hark are laid on top of logs
and bushes, forming a platform of sufficient length to provide
sitting room for the number of boys who are to be operated upon.

1 ¢ Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” xxv, 310.
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‘When the thurrawange is completed, one of the three men
before mentioned starts away to inform the kooringal that all is
ready. He meets them somewhere on their march a little while
before dark, and remains with them. They so regulate their
progress that they may reach the appointed place an hour or
two after dark. When they get within hearing distance, they
commence to whistle and clap their hands together as they walk
along through the darkness, and the women whistle in reply
and give an occasional shout.

About dark the mothers of the noviees, having their bodies
painted and wearing ornaments in their hair, repaired from the
general camp to the thurrawanga, accompanied by the two old
men who had crected it; the other men who had been in the
women’s camp duriug the absencc of the boys are also present.
These people light a fire in the open end of the thurrawanga,
and the mothers of the boys stand in a row a few paces outside,
facing the fire. Each woman has heside her a spear sticking in
the ground, on the upper end of which a tail, or durran, is
fasteued; the spear is ornamented with stripes of white and red
paint, and the bwrran is coloured with red clay. She is also

provided with a small guantity of pipe-clay and a boomerang

painted with red and white stripes.®

‘When the procession from the bush get close to the thurra-
wange, a bull-roarer is sounded in the rear, and the novices are
taken on the men’s shoulders and carried into the euclosure,
where they are placed sitting down on the platform. The
mother of each novice now steps forward and squirts pipe-clay
out of her mouth over his face,® and at the same time taps him
lightly on the breast with a boomerang which she holds in one
hand. She then hands a spear, with a tail (burren’) fastened
to onc end of it, to the guardian, who gives it to the noviee.
This is the durran which was left in the hand of the mother the
morning her son was taken from her at the ring. The mothers
then go away and proceed to their own camp.

Generally speaking, the novices and their guardians stop
in the thurrewange during the remainder of the night;* but
if it has been found necessary to erect it too close to the
women’s camp, the guardians and boys remove to some suitable
place a little farther off. Most of the single men eamp with
them, but the married men go away to the women's camp.

!« Journ. Authrop. Inst.,” xxv, 309,

? Sometimes, insteud of the hoomerang, the motliors have a picee of bark,
tarrang barrang, about the samc size, slightly scorched iu the fire, so that it
will show the marks of pipeclay, with which it is ornamented.

3 * Journ. Anthrop. Inst,,” xav, 810.

* Loc, cit,, 310,
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section of these tribes there is also an abbreviated ceremony
termed the Luringal, used under certain circumstances, which
has been described by my friend and fellow worker, Mr. A. W,
Howitt,! and is further illustrated and explained by me in a

subsequent paper.?

An AcCCOUXNT ¢f SKULLS from MADAGASCAR i1 the ANATOMICAL
MusevM of CaMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY. By W. LAURENCE
Hexey DuckworTH, B.A., Fellow of Jesus College.

[WITH PLATE XXXI.]

THE University collection contains three skulls from Madagascar
of which one was presented by the Rev. C. . Cory, the other
two by the Rev. J. W, Mathews. The donor of the first writes
to say that he obtained the specimen Limself from the east
coast, at some risk, for the natives venerate the dead, and is of
opinion that it belonged to an individual of one of the woully-
haired tribes, probably the DBetsimisaraka. The other two
skulls are labelled “Skull of a Betsileo” and “Skull of a
Hova ™ respectively.®

In no case does the mandible accompany the skull; the
principal features of the latter are as follows :—

The first, that of a native of the Betsimisaraka or Betsim-
sarak tribe, has been embedded in vegetable ould, some of
which still adhercs to its base, and which has stained the bone a
brownish red colour. The zygomatie arches, plerygoid plates,
and alveolar border heve sustained some damage. The absence
of strougly marked muscular ridges and other features distine-
tive of sex causes some hesitation in pronouncing on this point,
but the balance of cvidence appears to indicate a femalc; the
remaining teeth are of large size and being but little worn
indicate that the individual was in the prime of life.

The profile view (norma lateralis) shows slight prognathism ;
the general outline of the face is somewhat flattened, the naso-
frontal depression being quite shallow, and the forehead
high; the contour of the cranial vault is uninterrupted by
flattening, and forms a continuous curve from nasion to inion.
On either side, the frontal and temporal bones are separated at
the pterion by a narrow spur-like projection of the parietal bone.
The conceptacula cerehelli are large and bulging.

In nonna facialis, narrowness is a notable feature, the orhital
axes droop slighily externslly, the canine fossm ave remarkally

! “Journ. Anthrop. Inst.,” xiii, 432-439.

2 Ibid., xxv, 316-817, Platc XXVII, See. 2.
3 The Betsimisaraks tribe occupies the east coast, the Betsileo the central

southern districts,—Sibree.



